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Curriculum Plan – Year 2 - Music 
 

Please find below a detailed outline of the curriculum covered in Music through Year 2025/26 in 
Year 2. The Year 2 Music curriculum develops students’ understanding of rhythm, melody, 

singing, improvisation, and ensemble skills through a series of practical, engaging topics. 
Students explore how music is built from patterns, layers, and sound colours, while performing 

confidently with instruments, voice, and movement. The curriculum introduces a variety of 
cultural and musical styles, preparing students for the next stages of musical learning. 

 

Block 1 & 2 3 4 &5 6 & 7 

Dates 25/08-24/10 
(8 weeks) 

03/11-17/12 
(7 weeks) 

06/01-03/04 
(12 weeks) 

13/04-24/06 
(11 weeks) 

Topics Light and Dark 
 
 
Students explore 
contrasting sounds 
through singing and 
accompaniment. 
They develop 
confidence singing 
in two- and three-
part rounds, and 
accompany songs 
using simple 
ostinato patterns, 
drones, and 
percussion 
instruments. 
Students begin to 
recognise musical 
contrasts in texture, 
pitch, and dynamics. 
 
Listening and 
Appraising: London’s 
Burning 

Movement and 
Improvisation 
 
Students use 
glockenspiels and 
other pitched 
percussion to 
improvise short 
melodic patterns 
within a given note 
range. They link 
note names to 
instrument layout, 
developing basic 
pitch awareness and 
keyboard 
geography. 
Movement and 
improvisation are 
used to explore how 
melody and rhythm 
can be combined 
expressively. 
 
Listening and 
Appraising: Anna 
Meredith 

The Rhythm 
Machine 
 
Students explore 
how rhythm, layers, 
and texture build 
music. They listen to 
Caribbean music, 
explore syncopated 
rhythms and 
percussion layers, 
and experiment with 
group performances 
using untuned 
percussion to create 
rich rhythmic 
textures. 
 
Listening and 
Appraising: Bob 
Marley 
 

Exploring Sound 
Colours 
 
Students explore 
how different 
instruments, objects, 
and vocal sounds 
create a variety of 
timbres. They 
experiment with 
layering sounds to 
create contrasting 
textures, building 
confidence in 
creating short group 
compositions that 
feature dynamic 
control and 
expressive 
combinations of 
sound. 
 
Listening and 
Appraising: Pictures 
at an Exhibition – 
Mussorgsky 

Assessments Singing and 
Accompaniment 
Task 
 
Students perform 
songs in parts, with 
simple ostinato and 
drone 

Improvisation 
Performance Task 
 
 
Students create and 
perform simple 
melodic 
improvisations using 

Rhythm 
Composition Task 
 
 
Students create and 
perform layered 
rhythmic pieces in 
small groups, 

Sound Colour 
Composition Task 
 
 
Students create and 
perform a short 
piece using a variety 
of timbres, 
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accompaniments, 
showing accuracy 
and ensemble 
control. 
 

glockenspiels, 
demonstrating note 
accuracy and 
expressive control. 

showing 
coordination, timing, 
and dynamic control. 

demonstrating 
control of layering, 
texture, and 
dynamics. 

Key Learning Outcomes: 

• Sing confidently in two- and three-part rounds with accurate pitch and ensemble control. 
• Perform simple ostinato and drone accompaniments on classroom instruments. 
• Improvise short melodic patterns using 3–5 notes on pitched percussion. 
• Link note names to pitched instruments and recognise basic pitch patterns. 
• Explore layered rhythms and textures using percussion, voice, and movement. 
• Experiment with different timbres and textures to create contrasting musical ideas. 
• Perform in an ensemble with accurate timing, listening, and coordination. 
• Listen and respond to a variety of musical styles including classical, contemporary, and 

world music. 
• Use basic musical vocabulary to describe and evaluate music and performances. 

This curriculum provides a secure foundation for Year 3, helping students develop confidence in 
rhythm, melody, improvisation, ensemble work, and musical expression. 
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