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Curriculum Plan – Year 4 - Music 
 

Please find below a detailed outline of the curriculum covered in Music through Year 2025/26 in 
Year 4. The Year 4 Music curriculum is designed to develop students' rhythmic fluency, 

ensemble coordination, and understanding of world musical traditions. The programme includes 
djembe drumming, music with multiple parts, and exploring Slovene musical elements. Students 
will engage in group performance, transcription, and listening analysis using culturally diverse 

repertoire. Assessments will include practical group tasks, short listening activities, and rhythmic 
notation exercises to support a broad and balanced musical experience. 

 

Block 1 & 2 3 4 &5 6 & 7 

Dates 25/08-24/10 
(8 weeks) 

03/11-17/12 
(7 weeks) 

06/01-03/04 
(12 weeks) 

13/04-24/06 
(11 weeks) 

Topics African Drumming 
 
 
Students explore the 
musical traditions of 
West Africa through 
the Djembe drum. 
They learn to 
produce different 
tones, perform call-
and-response 
rhythms, and 
collaborate in groups 
to perform 
polyrhythms. Focus 
is placed on 
coordination, active 
listening, and 
developing a steady 
sense of pulse and 
rhythm. 
 
Listening and 
Appraising: The Lark 
Ascending – 
Vaughan Williams 

Winter Melodies 
 
  
This unit introduces 
students to melody, 
pitch notation, and 
expressive 
performance. Pupils 
will explore how 
music can depict 
wintry imagery and 
emotion through 
melody, 
instrumentation, and 
dynamics. They will 
learn to play simple 
melodic lines using 
tuned percussion or 
keyboards, while 
also gaining 
familiarity with staff 
notation and 
melodic contour.  
 
Listening and 
Appraising: Dance of 
the Sugar Plum Fairy 
– Tchaikovsky, 
Walking in the Air – 
Howard Blake 

Transformations 
 
 
This unit introduces 
students to musical 
structure through 
layered composition. 
They explore how 
music can change 
and develop over 
time using 
repetition, contrast, 
and multiple parts. 
Pupils will perform 
and evaluate pieces 
using appropriate 
musical terminology 
and build confidence 
working in small 
ensembles. 
 
Listening and 
Appraising: Steve 
Reich 
 
 

Slovene Music 
 
 
In this unit, students 
explore traditional 
Slovene musical 
elements. Using 
rhythm sticks, they 
learn how to notate 
and perform 
rhythms, improvise 
short musical 
phrases, and 
understand harmony 
by creating music 
from chords. The 
unit builds 
awareness of 
cultural identity 
through regional 
music. 
 
Listening and 
Appraising: Marko 
Skače 

Assessments Group Performance 
 
 

Performance/ 
Listening 
 
Students will 

Performance/ 
Composition 
 
Students compose 

Improvisation/ 
Notation 
 
Students transcribe 
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Students perform a 
short polyrhythmic 
group piece using 
Djembe drums, 
demonstrating 
rhythmic control, 
tone variation, and 
ensemble 
coordination. 
 
 

compose a short 
winter-themed 
melody using tuned 
percussion or 
keyboards. 
Assessment focuses 
on pitch accuracy, 
rhythmic fluency, 
and expressive use 
of dynamics and 
tempo. Pupils will 
also reflect on how 
effectively their 
composition 
represents the 
theme through peer 
discussion and 
written self-
assessment. 

and perform a short 
piece with two or 
more musical parts. 
Peer and self-
assessment are used 
to reflect on 
ensemble balance 
and musical 
structure. 

and perform 
rhythms using 
rhythm sticks and 
improvise phrases 
using chord tones. 
Assessment focuses 
on use of notation, 
understanding of 
harmony, and 
creativity. 

Key Learning Outcomes: 

• Perform African drumming patterns with confidence, demonstrating polyrhythms, call-and-
response structures, and ensemble coordination. 

• Explore and perform layered compositions, developing an understanding of how multiple 
musical parts fit together. 

• Develop melody-reading skills using tuned percussion and keyboards, reading from staff 
notation. 

• Compose and perform original winter-inspired melodies, using expressive techniques such 
as dynamics, tempo, and articulation. 

• Explore Slovene musical traditions, performing and notating rhythms using rhythm sticks 
and transcribing short musical ideas. 

• Improvise short phrases using notes from chords, developing an understanding of harmony. 
• Listen and respond to a range of musical styles from different cultural and historical 

contexts. 
• Use appropriate musical vocabulary to appraise performances and evaluate personal 

progress. 

This curriculum provides a strong foundation for further musical studies in Year 5, developing 
both practical performance skills and musical understanding across rhythm, melody, harmony, and 
world traditions. 
 
 


