
15th October 2022

Secondary News
A word from Mr Travis

Block 2 Week 2

Week 2 started with a ‘splash’ as all year groups
headed to the Atlantis Water Park for their annual
swimming day. Expert instructors were on hand to
guide the students with their technique and swim
times. Feedback suggests that much fun was had by
all! Thank you to Ms Fairchild and Mr Černi for
organising the trips and to all staff who helped out on
the day.

Year 9 Geography students were treated to an outing
into central Ljubljana on Monday, to conduct research
into the environmental impact of tourism. Students
were surveying tourists directly, as well as conducting
pedestrian counts and environmental quality surveys.
The evidence they have gathered will be carefully
analysed back in the classroom and conclusions
reached. Many thanks to Mr Astbury and Mr Bradley
for organising the trip and escorting the students.

BISL teachers embarked on a new learning journey on
Wednesday, with the launch of Professional Learning
Communities (PLCs). The aim of the PLCs is to allow
small groups of teachers to investigate new and
exciting teaching pedagogies that serve to enhance
student learning in the classroom. Teachers are
required to conduct deep dives into specific areas of
their practice, conduct further research and
collaborate with their peers. BISL is a learning
community and it is not only the students that are
learning!

Our entrepreneurial IGCSE Enterprise students
launched their new business initiatives on Friday at
break time - highlights included a fully stocked BISL
Bakery! I’m sure that put a smile on everybody’s face.
These initiatives come from a carefully planned

business proposal and the success of each project will
be scrutinised back in class. Vital lessons for the
future are being learnt!

Finally, we were delighted to welcome the UK
Defence Attache to BISL on Friday, to deliver an
assembly to our Y5-Y10 students. The Defence
Attache presented about all aspects of Remembrance
in Slovenia and around the world, including events
that take place annually here and in the UK. You could
have heard a pin drop, a wonderful way to finish the
week.

Please be sure to read the latest Update from the
Principal and I wish everyone an enjoyable weekend.

Please be sure to read the latest Update from the
Principal and I wish everyone an enjoyable weekend.

Mr Jonathan Travis, Head of Secondary

Sixth Form news

UKMT Senior Online Mathematics Challenge

This week students took part in the UKMT Senior
Online Mathematics Challenge. Members from year
13, 12 and 11 took part in the 90 minute challenge
which tested the participants ability to draw upon all
areas of their Mathematical knowledge and apply it in
novel and interesting ways in order to solve complex
problems. We wish them all the best for their results
and hope to see more gold, silver and bronze awards
such as the many we saw in last year's challenge.



Humanities Block

The Humanities block continues with the Seterra
Competition next week! Seterra is a browser-based
game which tests your knowledge of country names
and locations. There will be a knockout competition
with the winner decided on Friday! Please sign up via
the Google form shared to your by email or speak to
Mr Bradley.

Business studies news

Our Year 12 AS level Business students were
presenting an analysis and evaluation of some of the
most renowned employee motivation theories.
Including those of Taylor, Maslow, Mayo, Herzberg,
McClelland and Vroom. The students were tasked
with independently researching two theories each,
describing the main points of each theory, and
commenting on the application and limitations of
these in today's business environment.

Mr Chuter, Business studies and Economics teacher.

Year 9 geography field trip to Ljubljana

This week on Monday year 9 went to the center to
research tourism and its effects. Students asked
questionnaires, assessed the quality of the
environment and counted how many people were in 5
different locations around the city. They all did very
well, conducting themselves positively throughout.
Myself and Mr Bradley received many compliments
from the public about how polite the students all
were - well done year 9!

They are now going to investigate their results and
write a report on where was the busiest, where
people have visited from and if it had a negative
impact on the local environment on Ljubljana.

English News:

Year 7 headed closer towards the gripping finale of
Robert Swindell’s “Stone Cold,” while looking at ways
the author uses language to make it more interesting
to the reader.

Year 8 continued their study of “A Monster Calls” and
looked at how to use inference to analyse character
motivations. They came up with fantastic questions to
interview each of the characters and then
interviewed them to work out what drove them to be
the person they are.

Year 9 looked at the pigs' continued rise to power in
“Animal Farm”, and the way in which they gradually
began to re-write history. As the students are coming
to the end of the unit they have begun reflecting on
how Animal Farm is written to reference contextual
events outside the text.



Year 10 looked at the hopes, and dreams, and
aspirations of each of the characters in Crumbs from
the Table of Joy, and how ultimately the reality of the
American dream is that no character will achieve
their dreams - a somewhat sombre way to end a great
week at school. They also performed segments of the
play looking at the impact which Gerte has on the
family, and it was wonderful to see them dramatise
the play.

Year 11 continued their study of Purple Hibiscus, and
began applying context to their understanding of
Adiche's presentation of religion in the novel. In
particular, the class engaged with the hypocrisy of the
father in the novel, who presents himself to the
outside as a perfect Christian yet is awful to his family
- it is safe to say that the entire class is utterly against
the tyranny of Papa Eugene.

PE  news:

Week 5

This week we introduced a competitive element to
lessons, as well as introducing some new sporting
themes. Year 7 continued to develop their technical
and tactical understanding of tennis, whilst Year 8
took part in some badminton doubles match play.
Year 9 explored some of the more tactical elements of
singles and doubles when playing tennis and
badminton, with Year 10 and 11 developing their
volleyball match play skills.

Mr Hayes, PE Department

Maths news

Year 7 students continued to impress us with their
positive attitude and willingness to learn as we
started to cover a new topic, fractions. They were
eager to do well on all tasks and showed their
competitive nature in a round of Quizizz.

Year 8 students designed strategy posters and crated
their own songs and raps to help them remember how
to multiply and divide decimals by powers of ten.
They had a really fun lesson expressing their
creativity and watching their peers perform.



Year 9 students recalled all four operations with
decimals and were determined to perfect their
techniques. It was amazing to see students' different
approaches to multiplication and division. As long as
the techniques are performed correctly, the students
are welcome to use whichever they are most
comfortable with.

Year 10 students solved problems involving money
and finances as a part of preparations for their
upcoming quiz next week. They focused on simple and
compound interest, profit and loss, and currency
conversions.

Year 11 students learnt how to factorise quadratic
and other expressions, rearrange more complex
formulae involving squares and square roots and
work with algebraic fractions. They had a variety of
differentiated worksheets to choose from to suit all
students' needs.

Year 13 students wrapped up the chapter of
trigonometry by learning the R-alpa method, which is
used to solve more complicated trigonometric
equations. They already started preparing for their
upcoming quiz by solving examination-style
questions.

Maths challenge wall:
Well done again to Years 7 and 8 solving problems on
the Maths challenge wall in front of room 316. Do not
forget to share your answers with your Maths
teacher and earn House points! Stay tuned for the
new challenge posted next week.

Ms Zupanc, Maths Department

MFL News:

Slovene Foundation

Y8's had a productive week. They are well into the
book “Uganka londonskega očesa” by Siobhan Dowd.
It tells the story of how Ted, a boy with Asperger’s
syndrome, and his sister Kat, solve the mystery of
how their cousin, Salim, seemingly vanishes from
inside a sealed capsule on the London Eye. How did he
disappear? Well, you will have to ask Y8's.

Ms Kotnik, MFL Coordinator

In Y8 Slovene Intermediate we have been traveling to
different places this week. Students discussed the
ideas “where do they travel?”, “what transport do they

use?”, “who do they travel with?”, “what do they take
on a trip?”

They also talked about their favourite holiday
destinations and learned about natural and cultural
sights.

Ms Jakop, Slovene teacher

Student Article - Science

Introduction

Hello, my name is Anže, I am a student currently
studying in Year 13. I have a great personal interest in
science and engineering and  would like to share that
passion with others by spreading awareness about
the major breakthroughs and technological
advancements, every week in the school newsletter

Scientists have created a lab-grown ‘brain’ that is
able to play Pong

This week a new study was published in the scientific
journal Neurone, where scientists have demonstrated
research showing that it is possible to teach lab
grown brain cells to play the simple video game,
Pong. While ‘Mini-brains’ like this one have been used
for research since 2013, this is the first time that they
have been connected to and been able to interact
with an external environment. This is a major
breakthrough as it shows that the cluster of brain
cells is able to accept and respond to external stimuli,
as well as adapting to it. The mini-brain was able to
learn to play Pong in 5 minutes, and after 20 minutes
of playing, it had shown noticeable improvement.
While it was not as good as an AI program or even you
are I, the results showed that its ability to hit the ball
with the paddle was not just random chance.

Now you may wonder: The brain can't hold a
controller, so how does this actually work? Well
DishBrain, as it is called by the Australian start up
who developed it, is made up of  mouse cells, taken
from embryos, and human cells, taken from stem cells.
This culture is on top of a chip made up of multiple
electrodes. The electrodes use electric signals to
indicate the position of the ball to the mini-brain,
which would respond with its own electrical impulses
that move the paddles. If the paddle hit the ball the
cells would receive a strong feedback signal, while if it
missed a weaker random signal would be sent. Using
these response signals the brain was able to adapt
over time and improve.

The scientists at Cortical Labs, who developed
DishBrain, see it as a new method of computing and
AI, which could in the future be more efficient than
using computers and code for AI, as neurons are much



more energy efficient. In the near future mini-brains
can be used to discover more about the brain as well
as neurodegenerative diseases, but they also bring up
many ethical issues. What happens if one day a
sentient and self conscious brain is created?

Winter Uniform.

Block 2 will see students wearing the winter uniform.
Below is a description of our winter uniform. Please
also check this link.
https://britishschool.si/school-life/school-uniform

1. Early Years - Winter Uniform:

● White or navy embroidered long-sleeved
polo shirt

● Choice of embroidered navy V-neck
sweater or navy cardigan

● Navy sweatpants
● Grey pinafore dress or skirt
● PE Kit and non-marking indoor sports

shoes
● Black socks
● Indoor non-slippery black shoes or

plimsolls*
● Outdoor footwear suitable for weather

conditions and outdoor play*
● Fleece or jacket for outdoor play*

PLUS (as necessary)

● Rain poncho (to be kept in school for
outdoor play)*

● Ski suit or waterproof trousers and jacket;
hat, scarf and gloves in the winter*

● Suitable footwear for outdoors (wellies,
boots)*

2. Primary - Winter Uniform:

● White embroidered long-sleeved polo
shirt

● Choice of embroidered navy V-neck
sweater or navy cardigan

● Grey trousers or skirt
● Grey pinafore dress
● Black socks

PLUS (as necessary)

● Ski suits, hats, gloves and suitable
footwear for outdoor play time

● Fleece jacket (optional)

3. Secondary - Winter Uniform:

● Collared embroidered white shirt/blouse
● School tie
● BISL navy blazer
● Navy V-neck sweater or navy cardigan
● Grey trousers or skirt
● Black socks
● Black tights or stockings
● all black shoes (must be closed, no colour)

Latest Covid Guidance

Please check the latest updated guidance for Covid
19 here

Updated webpage:
https://britishschool.si/news/2021/covid-19-update
-from-the-principal.

Principal’s Message

Principal’s Update

Friday 14th October 2022

Dear Parents and Families,

https://britishschool.si/school-life/school-uniform
https://britishschool.si/news/2021/covid-19-update-from-the-principal
https://britishschool.si/news/2021/covid-19-update-from-the-principal


To start an active and exciting week in which nearly all
BISL students very much enjoyed their swimming
experience at Atlantis,

“Mr. Cox, please can we go to swimming everyday”
suggested one enthusiastic Year 5 student yesterday,

We finished off with an outstanding visit from the UK
Defence Attaché to Slovenia.

This morning Lt-Colonel Christopher Day came to
school and presented a highly interesting assembly to
all of our Y5 to Y10 students. Lt-Colonel Chris
explained clearly to his young audience about the
reason for Remembrance, Armistice and Poppies, and
how we remember the duty, commitment and
sacrifice of others all around the world including both
the UK and here in Slovenia. Lt-Col Chris also
explained why, when and where the various
Remembrance ceremonies take place in Slovenia and
elsewhere.

Menin Gate, Belgium where the ‘Last Post’ is played every
evening.

The students proved to be a fantastic audience. They
listened intently and asked Chris Day some relevant,
excellent questions – not just about remembrance but
also his 31 years in the British Army, the challenges he
has faced, and why he is so committed to helping and
supporting other people.

After the assembly, the visit finished with further
visits to some of our classes. I was delighted when
some interested children came to see me this
afternoon to say how much they enjoyed learning
about Remembrance.

Thanks to the British Embassy for helping us organise
such an important event.

This week at BISL has helped to remind me how
involved learning and education can be. Whilst we

must focus on Maths, English, Science and the other
amazing academic subjects, the environment and way
that we learn is certainly varied. Trips such as
swimming adventures and visits from incredibly
interesting people, talking about things that matter
are definitely two excellent ways to learn.

Have a great weekend in the beautiful autumn
sunshine,

Best wishes,

Matthew Cox
School Principal

Many thanks to all those parents and families who
have already returned the GDPR form.

Find the GDPR form here.

Matthew Cox, Principal

Dates to Note

Sat Oct 22nd Ljubljana Marathon

Thurs Oct 27th Hallowe’en Dress Down Day

Mon Oct 31st Public Holiday - School
closed

Tues Nov 1st Public Holiday - School
closed

Thurs Nov 3rd Story Time  in Early years

Fri Nov 4th Coffee with the Principal

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1j8IP2NDCg1PZeRmceF60bDtoBkcglVWF/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1j8IP2NDCg1PZeRmceF60bDtoBkcglVWF/view?usp=sharing


Fri Nov 4th Dress down day - House
Colours

Fri Nov 4th End of Block 2

All upcoming events and details are available on our
website.

School Contact Details

Reception Hours: M-F 07:15-16:00
General Telephone: +386 40486548
Admissions: +386 40618356
General Enquiries: enquiries@britishschool.si
Accounts: accounts@britishschool.si
Principal: principal@britishschool.si

School Calendars
For Term dates and school holidays, click here.

https://britishschool.si/events
mailto:enquiries@britishschool.si
mailto:accounts@britishschool.si
mailto:principal@britishschool.si
https://britishschool.si/school-life/school-calendar-timings

