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Please find below a detailed outline of the curriculum covered in Music through Year 2025/26 in Year 6. The Year 6 Music curriculum is designed to develop students' understanding of orchestral music, historical contexts, and performance skills. The programme encourages active listening, composition and ensemble performance, culminating in a final group showcase. Assessments will include written tasks, listening exercises, and practical performances to provide a well-rounded evaluation of students' progress.

	Block
	1 & 2
	3
	4 &5
	6 & 7

	Dates
	25/08-24/10
(8 weeks)
	03/11-17/12
(7 weeks)
	06/01-03/04
(12 weeks)
	13/04-24/06
(11 weeks)

	Topics
	The Orchestra 


Identify all instruments in an orchestra and their sounds. 
Explore instrument families and their roles. 
Understand staff notation and other musical notations.
 
Listening and Appraising: Hedwig's Theme (Harry Potter)
	Orchestral Performance 

Develop ensemble performance skills. 

Play as part of a class orchestra. 

Read and follow a simple orchestral score.
	Musical Time Machine
 
Travel through different musical eras and explore how music evolved. Listen to and compare music from different time periods. Perform short pieces inspired by historical styles. 

Listening and Appraising: Canon in D (Baroque), In the Hall of the Mountain King (Romantic), Sing, Sing, Sing (Jazz)

	Moving On 


Play improvised phrases using five or more notes, including chromatic notes. 
Perform in a large group at the Year 6 Graduation.
 
Listening and Appraising: A Million Dreams


	Assessments
	Written/ Listening Assessment 

Identify orchestral instruments and their families. 
Recognise instrument sounds.

	Ensemble Performance 

Perform a piece in a class orchestra.  Demonstrate awareness of timing and dynamics.

	Listening/ Presentation

Recognise different musical styles and their characteristics.
Choose a composer and create a short ‘composer profile’ with key facts, a famous piece, and a simple description of their music.
	Final Performance 

Participate in a group performance for Graduation.


Key Learning Outcomes:
· Identify orchestral instruments and their sounds.
· Develop an understanding of musical notation.
· Perform as part of a class orchestra.
· Explore key periods in music history and their influence.
· Compose and create music in different historical styles.
· Perform confidently in a final group showcase.

This curriculum provides a foundation for further musical studies in Year 7, developing both theoretical knowledge and practical performance skills.
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