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Curriculum Plans – Year 3
Please find below a detailed outline of the curriculum covered in Year 3 in Key Stage 1.
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	Block 1
	Block 2
	Block 3
	Block 4
	Block 5
	Block 6
	Block 7

	
	From Stone to Metal: The Age of Tools
	Mapping Our World: Understanding Places
	Ancient Egypt – Life along the Nile  
	Weather Watch: Climate and environment   
	Inventors and Inventions   Changing the world  
	Art through the Ages – Exploring techniques and styles  

	Our Earth’s Helpers: Caring for Our Planet

	

	In this block, children will learn about the key features of the Stone Age, including the use of stone tools and the nomadic way of life. They will explore how people lived day to day, focusing on their diet, shelters, and clothing. Pupils will study different types of tools and their purposes, as well as the significance of cave art as a form of early communication and expression. By the end of the block, children will be able to describe Stone Age settlements and begin to understand how early humans adapted to their environment for survival.

	In this block, children will learn what maps are and why we use them. They will be introduced to common map symbols and practise using a key to interpret information. Pupils will explore the four cardinal directions and use a compass rose to support navigation. By the end of the block, children will be able to draw a simple map that includes a compass rose, symbols, and a key, giving them a solid foundation for more advanced mapping skills.

	In this block, children will learn where Egypt is located on a map and why the River Nile was so important to the growth of Ancient Egyptian civilization. They will explore the features of the Nile, its role in shaping the environment, and how it supported farming and trade. Pupils will begin to understand what daily life was like in Ancient Egypt and create a model to represent farming along the Nile. This foundation will help them see how geography and environment shaped the success of one of the world’s earliest civilizations.
	In this block, children will be introduced to the concept of weather and its key elements. They will observe and record weather using simple tools such as thermometers and wind vanes, while beginning to recognise patterns in daily changes. Pupils will also recap the water cycle, exploring how it connects to everyday weather, and investigate how clouds and wind are formed. By the end of this block, children will have a strong foundation for understanding how weather is measured, described, and explained.

	In this block children will explore what inventions are, why they are created, and how they change people’s lives. They will learn about the process of invention, from problem-solving to testing and refining, and research famous inventors such as Thomas Edison, Alexander Graham Bell, and the Wright Brothers. Through hands-on activities, including building simple circuits and testing paper airplanes, pupils will understand how inventions like the lightbulb, telephone, airplane, and key medical breakthroughs transformed the world. They will also develop skills in discussion, role-play, debate, and research as they evaluate which inventions had the greatest impact on society.
	In this block, children will be introduced to art history and explore how artistic styles have changed across time. They will look closely at different types of art from the Medieval period through to the modern era, noticing how new ideas, materials, and technology influenced artistic developments. Pupils will begin to ask questions about why art changes, and compare similarities and differences between movements. They will also create a front cover for their topic books, using sketches and designs inspired by historical styles, laying the foundation for deeper exploration of specific artistic movements in later weeks.
	In this block, children will explore the current state of our planet, focusing on how human actions such as pollution, deforestation, and habitat destruction harm wildlife. They will be introduced to key environmental heroes who dedicate their lives to protecting nature and learn about endangered animals and their habitats. Pupils will develop observation and artistic skills by sketching animals from photographs or film, before moving on to research and present their own endangered animal posters. By the end of the block, children will understand key vocabulary (pollution, extinction, habitat, deforestation) and begin to see how individuals and communities can make a difference in caring for the natural world.
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	Pupils begin a Writing Root with The Heart and the Bottle, introduced through discussion and exploration of the book’s themes of curiosity, loss and rediscovery. They write in role (diary entries, letters, reflections) to capture feelings and perspectives, and develop descriptive writing that conveys emotions with sensitivity. Vocabulary and spelling are woven into the sequence to strengthen expressive word choice.The block focuses on figurative language, cohesion and empathy in writing, encouraging pupils to respond thoughtfully to abstract ideas. By the end, pupils produce purposeful, well-structured pieces that demonstrate imaginative detail and a deeper understanding of how language can capture complex emotions.

	The BFG:
 Pupils create character descriptions, wanted posters, recipes, dream scenarios, diary entries, letters, a new chapter (“The Plan”) and their own ‘child and giant’ story. Writing purposes include recounting, describing, persuading, informing and entertaining. Language focus develops precise word choice, suffixes (-sion, -cian, -tion), adverbs, similes, commands, conditionals and conjunctions. Grammar skills include commas after fronted adverbials, speech punctuation, headings, paragraphs and consistent past tense.

	The Tear Thief:
 Pupils write diary entries, letters, persuasive posters, poems, discussions and a newspaper article about stolen tears. Writing purposes include recounting, entertaining and informing. Language focus develops similes, metaphors, expanded noun phrases, conditional sentences, conjunctions and adverbial phrases. Grammar skills include apostrophes for possession, commas after fronted adverbials, speech punctuation, progressive verb forms, present perfect tense, bullet points and paragraphing.
	The Tin Forest:
Pupils write persuasive posters, information leaflets, postcards, diary entries, wishes and setting descriptions, including a leaflet on protecting the environment. Writing purposes include persuading, informing, reflecting and describing. Language focus develops alliteration, strong adjectives, noun phrases, expanded noun phrases, varied sentence types, subordinating conjunctions, modal verbs and prepositional phrases. Grammar skills include accurate use of question and exclamation marks, past perfect and future tense, as well as grouping ideas in paragraphs with headings.
	Cloud Tea Monkeys:
 Pupils produce descriptive passages, thought bubbles, letters, tea labels, instructions, discussions and a non-chronological report on fair trade. Writing purposes include describing, reflecting and informing. Language focus covers use of a/an, imperative verbs, homophones, expanded noun phrases, prepositions and conjunctions of time, place and cause. Grammar skills include varied sentence types, correct punctuation, use of the present perfect tense, and organising writing with headings, sub-headings and paragraphs.

	
The Thames and Tide Club:
Pupils write persuasive letters, diary entries, weather reports, adverts, dialogue and an own-version mudlarking fantasy narrative. Writing purposes include persuading, reflecting, informing and entertaining. Language focus develops modal verbs, use of a/an, -ly adverbs, noun phrases, adverbials of time, conditional sentences and a range of sentence types. Grammar skills include apostrophes for contraction, question and exclamation marks, speech punctuation, present perfect tense, tense shifts, commas in lists, and organising ideas into paragraphs with consistent tense.
	Jim, A Cautionary Tale:
 Pupils create warning posters, announcements, letters of apology, alternative endings and perform the poem before writing their own cautionary narrative poem. Writing purposes include informing, reflecting and entertaining. Language focus includes rhyming words, -ly adverbs, adverbial phrases, conditional sentences, rhyming couplets and varied clause order. Grammar skills cover sentence punctuation, question and exclamation marks, commas between clauses, and secure use of the present progressive and simple past tense.


	

	Place value
Pupils build on their understanding of number by recognising the value of each digit in three-digit numbers (hundreds, tens and ones). They count in 100s, 50s, 10s and 1s, and use number lines to 1,000 to support estimation and comparison. Pupils read and write numbers to 1,000 in numerals and words, and use place value charts to partition numbers flexibly. They develop fluency in identifying 1, 10 or 100 more or less than a given number, ordering and comparing numbers, and finding patterns within sequences. Problem-solving and reasoning tasks consolidate understanding, preparing pupils to apply place value knowledge across the maths curriculum.
	Addition and subtraction
Pupils secure their understanding of addition and subtraction within 1000 using formal written methods, mental strategies and place value knowledge. They practise adding and subtracting ones, tens and hundreds, and use number facts and known bonds to support efficiency. Pupils develop fluency with column addition and subtraction, including exchanging, and apply these skills to solve word problems. They estimate answers, use the inverse to check calculations, and explain their reasoning. By the end of the block, pupils can add and subtract with confidence, select efficient methods, and apply their knowledge in problem-solving contexts.
	Multiplication and division
Pupils develop rapid recall of the 2, 3, 4, 5, 8 and 10 times tables and use these to solve related division facts. They explore multiplication as equal groups and repeated addition, and division as sharing and grouping, using arrays, number lines and practical resources to build understanding. Pupils learn formal written methods, including the short multiplication method, and apply strategies to multiply and divide two-digit numbers by a one-digit number. They solve problems involving scaling, correspondence and real-life contexts, selecting efficient strategies and explaining their reasoning.
	Length and perimeter, Fractions 
Pupils measure, compare, add and subtract lengths in metres, centimetres and millimetres. They use rulers and metre sticks accurately, converting between units where appropriate. Pupils calculate the perimeter of simple 2D shapes by measuring and by using known properties. Problem-solving activities link measurement to real-life contexts, supporting fluency and reasoning.
Pupils explore fractions as equal parts of a whole, recognising and using unit and non-unit fractions. They find and represent fractions on number lines and identify fractions of shapes and sets of objects. Pupils learn to count in tenths and begin to understand fractions as numbers. The block builds fluency, reasoning and problem-solving through varied contexts.

	Mass and capacity, Fractions Pupils measure, compare, add and subtract mass (kg/g) and capacity (l/ml). They use scales and measuring vessels accurately, estimate and read intervals, and solve problems involving mass and capacity in real-life contexts. The block builds fluency in conversions and develops reasoning skills through practical tasks.
 Pupils build on prior knowledge of fractions to compare and order unit and non-unit fractions, add and subtract fractions with the same denominatorand find equivalent fractions. They apply understanding to problem-solving, represent fractions on number lines, and explain relationships between fractions using precise mathematical language.

	Money, Time
Pupils recognise and use pounds and pence, combining amounts to make a total and giving change. They add and subtract money using both mental and written methods, and solve problems in practical contexts, developing fluency and reasoning with money in real-life situations.
 Pupils tell and write the time from an analogue clock, including using Roman numerals, and record times to the nearest minute. They use a.m. and p.m., calculate durations, and compare units of time (seconds, minutes, hours, days). Problem-solving activities build fluency and accuracy in measuring and interpreting time.

	Shape, Statistics
Pupils identify, compare and describe 2D and 3D shapes, recognising angles as properties of shape and as a measure of turn. They draw and make 2D shapes, identify horizontal, vertical, parallel and perpendicular lines, and develop accurate mathematical language to describe properties. Pupils interpret and present data using bar charts, pictograms and tables. They solve one-step and two-step problems by extracting and interpreting information, developing accuracy, reasoning and communication of findings through statistical representations.




	Science
	Skeleton
Pupils learn that humans and some animals have skeletons and muscles for support, protection and movement. They identify and name key bones in the human body, explore different types of skeletons in animals, and investigate how joints allow movement. Pupils discover how muscles work in pairs to move the skeleton and carry out simple enquiries to test ideas, such as measuring how exercise affects the body. By the end of the block, pupils use scientific vocabulary confidently to describe how skeletons and muscles work together for movement, support and protection.

	Nutrition, diet, sustainability
Pupils learn that animals, including humans, need the right types and amounts of nutrition. They compare animal diets, explore food groups and nutrients, and understand that plants make their own food. Pupils consider where food comes from, its impact on the environment, and the importance of sustainable choices.

	Rocks and fossils
Pupils compare and group rocks by their properties, investigate how soils are formed, and learn how fossils are created. They use observation and simple tests to classify materials and develop scientific vocabulary.
	Soils
Pupils explore how soils are formed from rock and organic matter. They investigate different types of soil, compare their properties, and carry out simple tests such as permeability and water retention. Scientific vocabulary is used to describe findings and support classification.
	Light

Pupils learn that light is needed to see and that darkness is the absence of light. They investigate reflections, recognise that surfaces reflect light differently, and explore how shadows are formed and change in size. Scientific enquiry develops prediction, observation and explanation skills using appropriate vocabulary.
	Plants, Forces

Pupils identify and describe the functions of roots, stems, leaves and flowers. They investigate what plants need for growth, including water, light and nutrients, and observe how water is transported within plants. Pupils also explore pollination, seed formation and seed dispersal.
Pupils investigate how objects move on different surfaces and explore pushes and pulls as examples of forces. They learn to describe how friction affects movement and carry out simple tests to observe cause and effect.

	Magnets, Plants
Pupils compare how objects move on different surfaces and explore how magnets can attract and repel. They identify magnetic and non-magnetic materials, describe the poles of magnets, and investigate how magnets are used in everyday life.
Pupils identify and describe the functions of roots, stems, leaves and flowers. They explore how water is transported within plants and examine the processes of pollination, seed formation and dispersal.
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