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Please find below a detailed outline of the curriculum covered in English through Year 13 in Key Stage 5.

Year 13 (for A2 exam in 2026)

	Block 1/2
	Block 3
	Block 4
	Block 5
	Block 6
	Block 7

	
Shakespeare’s Sonnets

Exploring the historical context of Elizabethan England 
 
Examining some of the key themes that appear in Shakespeare’s poetry such as: love, time, religion and death 
 
Developing skills in analysing poetic structure and form 

	
Drama: Hamlet

Applying knowledge of the historical context of Elizabethan England to understanding of Shakespeare’s world  
 
Understanding the key features of tragedy and identifying these within the play. 
 
Reading the play together to practise analysing language, structure and dramatic conventions 
 
Identifying aspects of Shakespearean theatre and elements of Shakespearean language and form 

	
Drama: Long Day’s Journey into Night

Examining the key themes and historical context which influenced the play 
 
Identifying and discussing theatrical elements and their effect 
 
Drawing comparisons between this and other texts studied 
 
Applying knowledge of literary theory to the text 

	
Prose: Katherine Mansfield’s selected short stories

Applying Feminist theory and other critical ideas to the text

Examining key themes and the historical context which influenced the stories

Understanding conventions of the short story.

Exploring the effect of the narrative structure and literary techniques.

	
Past papers

Detailed reminder of what the exams look like and their assessment objectives. 

Going through questions as a class and independently.

Assessing work against the mark scheme.
	
Revision/ Exams

	
Poetry analysis baseline assessment at start of term


	
Passage-based essay on an extract from the play
	
Essay based on the play
	
Essay based on the texts 
	
	n/a
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