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Please find below a detailed outline of the curriculum covered in English through Year 8  in Key Stage 3. 

Year 8 
	
	Block 1
	Block 2
	Block 3
	Block 4/5
	Block 6
	Block 7

	
	8.5 weeks
Novel – The Bone Sparrow

Learning about what refugees are and their existence within the world.

Using contextual knowledge to empathise with the main character.

Making predictions about what might happen in the novel based on clues and hints

Considering why the narrative perspective is effective.

Developing compassion and empathy through learning about other people’s plights.

	6 weeks
Shakespeare’s Villains


Exploring the historical context of 17th century England

Examining the conventions of drama and particularly those of Shakespearean plays

Considering the themes that occur in Shakespeare’s writing

Evaluating how far a text can be considered ‘timeless’

Analysing the language used by Shakespeare’s antagonists
	10 weeks
Drama - Blood Brothers

Developing contextual knowledge around the play and learning how to use this to increase our understanding and enjoyment

Discussing ideas around social responsibility and reflecting on Russell’s feelings on the subject

Reflecting on ways in which this text is still relevant to use today

Using creative approaches (particularly drama based activities) to develop our own knowledge and understanding of the theatre 

	11 weeks
Novel - Noughts and Crosses

Reviewing the conventions of a novel and considering the ways in which this is similar/different to other material we have read together

Using contextual knowledge of the modern world to interpret and respond to Blackman’s message

Responding creatively to the text by producing a persuasive piece of writing

Comparing and contrasting this novel with others we’ve read and consolidating our understanding of the conventions of the novel form

	Assessment
	Reading Baseline

We will assess the skills that they start the year with: comprehending texts and the effect of language
	Writing


Students will need to be able to express their opinion based on an issue from the text.
	Writing


Students will be assessed on their skill to write a soliloquy based on what they have learnt about Shakespearean villains.
	Reading


Students will apply language analysis skills to an unseen text of a similar theme to Blood Brothers.
	Writing


Students will apply creative writing skills to an extended writing piece based on the text.
	EOY exam


Students will be assessed on the skills and knowledge that they have acquired throughout the year.
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